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Welfare 

Best wishes to anyone not feeling well.  Hope you’re better soon.  
 
Subscriptions 
2015 Subscriptions are due now. 
Fees are: 
  $20    pa   for singles 
  $30    pa   for couples at the same address.   
 $7.50  pa  for children 
  
No further Newsletters will be sent to unfinancial members after April. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Our AGM will be on Saturday, 21st March at 1.00 and all positions will be 
declared vacant.   
 
Only financial members will be able to nominate anyone for positions on 
the Committee or to vote at the AGM, or to accept a position on the 
Committee. 
 
Nomination and Proxy forms are available from the Front Office.  If you 
wish to nominate for any position yourself, or you want to nominate any 
other members for any of the positions, just ask any of the members on 
duty for more forms if required.  Give completed forms to Secretary 
Margareta Tauni or put them in her folder in the Archives Room.   
 
Completed Nomination forms can also be sent by email or snail mail.   
Nominations due 7 days before the AGM – Saturday, March 14th.  
 
 

BWHS Calendars – now $6.00! 
There are just a few copies left of our Calendar which contains lovely 
old photos of the Central Coast from Gwen Dundon’s fabulous postcard 
collection and the price has been reduced to just $6.00 until sold.  So 
grab one before they’re gone! 
 
Street Stall 
We will not be holding a Street Stall this year so please NO MORE 
DONATIONS FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
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Agenda for Annual General Meeting – Saturday, 21
st

 March, 2015 
At 1.00 pm 
 
MEETING OPENED: 
 
WELCOME:  President welcomes all Members and Visitors, and also 
Gosford City Council’s Mayoral Representative, who has kindly 
consented to be Scrutineer for the election of our new Committee. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
MINUTES OF LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 18

th
 March, 

2014. 
 
Secretary, Margareta Tauni, will read the Minutes.  Moved by  
………………………….. and Seconded by ……………………….. 
that the Minutes be accepted as a true and correct record.  Carried… 
 
PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF ANNUAL REPORTS from 
President and appointed Officers. 
 
Presidents Report. 
Moved by ………………………… Seconded by ………………………… 
that Report be accepted. Carried … 
 
Publicity Officer’s Report: 
Moved by ………………………… Seconded by ………………………… 
that Report be accepted.  Carried … 
 
Newsletter Editor’s Report: 
Moved by ……………………….. Seconded by ………………………….. 
that Report be accepted.  Carried … 
 
All Committee positions declared vacant. 
 
Election of new Committee.   
 
Member and Local Historian Gwen Dundon will give a short talk  
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Tree Return –16

th
 February 

For a number of years there has been a carved tree trunk in our museum 
collection.  Its only identification was a little handwritten sign that identified 
it as an “Aboriginal Boundary tree, Dandaloo NSW”.  
 
While undertaking research on the background of the carved tree, Kreenah 
made enquiries with Dandaloo Aboriginal community elder, Aunty Ruth 
Carney and her cousin, Peter Peckham who explained that the markings 
on the carved tree hold enormous cultural significance (either a burial 
marking or a boundary marking) and indicate that it is likely from an 
Aboriginal burial ground of their ancestors.  
 
Arrangements were then made for the carved tree to be collected and 
returned again (repatriated) to Dandaloo with the generous assistance of 
Peter Peckham and Merv Sutherland, Senior Team Leader NW, 
Repatriation and Conservation, Northern Region, Heritage Division, Office 
of Environment and Heritage. 
 
The repatriation of the tree is a greatly significant gesture on our behalf, 
particularly in the efforts of reconciliation, and, with respect to both the 
Dandaloo Aboriginal community and to this land's elders past and present. 
 
The tree (over six and a half feet tall and weighing nearly a quarter of a 
tonne) was carefully collected from the museum on Monday 16th February 
by Peter and Merv.  
 
We were joined for the special occasion by Tracey Howie of Guringai 
Tribal Link Aboriginal Corp, Awabakal elders and members of the 
Darkinjung community and the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council.  
Following a smoking ceremony by Peter Peckham in the museum grounds, 
the tree then made the long journey back to the Dandaloo and is now on 
display at the Narromine Museum.  
 
The repatriation of the carved tree would not have been possible on the 
day without the generous assistance and support of locals, Brad Welsh 
(Heritage Officer of the Office of Environment & Heritage) and the National 
Parks and Wildlife team.  
 
The repatriation of the special tree is of immense value to the Dandaloo 
community and has been a source of great joy and much anticipation by all 
accounts. 
    ___________________ 
    
 
 



 
 
Cooranbean Courier             - 5 -               March 2015 
 

 

 
 
Smoking Ceremony, Peter Peckham (with possum skin cloak) smokes the special tree 
with Emu Bush to bless and cleanse both the tree and the land 
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The tree safely home again at the Narromine Museum, with Aunty Ruth Carney and Mr 
Carney, Peter Peckham, Merv Sutherland and members of the Dandaloo Aboriginal 
community 
 
   _________________________________ 
 
 
 
February Outing – Saturday 21st 1.00   
Instead of an Outing on this day we had a great social occasion of a BBQ 
lunch for our members and their family and friends to ‘launch’ our new 
electric BBQ.  Tasty Sausages (including some gourmet ones to sample), 
bread rolls, and a variety of lovely salads were provided as well as some 
delicious sweet finger food to go with our tea & coffee 
 
Some great music was provided by new member Jim Wilson from his 
fabulous collection of music from the 1940s, 1950s, onward.  Thanks to 
David Benwell and his offsider Danny for mowing the grass – the Grounds 
looked very nice.   We didn’t fully trust the weather so the salads etc. were 
presented on the verandah.   However, the rain held off and our two cooks, 
Dave and Danny did a wonderful job cooking the sausages and onions and 
our members and guests were able to sit where they liked.  
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This special display will only be available until mid March when the 
Heritage Week Display goes up. If you haven’t seen it already, do visit the 
museum to see this interesting display. 

 
GOSFORD POPPY PROJECT 
 
Gosford City Council is organising a community art project for a field of 
poppies to commemorate the 100 year anniversary of World War I and the 
ANZAC landing at Gallipoli.  The Project aims to create a field of 
handmade poppies. 
Community members and organisations are invited to make a poppy.  The 
poppies will then be gathered to form an enormous field of poppies in 
Rotary Park, Gosford.  The field of poppies will be symbolic of community 
unity and our gratitude to all those that made sacrifices during WWI. 
Community members of all ages, backgrounds, nationalities, organisations 
and business are asked to make a red poppy.  There is no cost involved 
and poppy materials, patterns and project information will be supplied.  
More information is on our Museum notice board or a free poppy making 
kit can be obtained by contacting Gosford City Council at -     
 gosfordpoppyproject@gosford.nsw.gov.au 
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PROGRAM 2015  
MARCH - Saturday 21st - 1.00  -  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
(Nomination Forms are available at the Museum)    
Following the AGM we are delighted to have a short talk by Gwen Dundon 
and this will be followed as usual by Afternoon Tea. 
 
APRIL - Heritage Week 11th – 19th – Open Day Saturday 11th April.  
This is the 2nd Saturday, commencing at 10.30 am until 2 pm.   This day is 
in acknowledgement of the Centenary of Anzac and the National Trust 
NSW Heritage Festival 2015 with Special Guest Speakers Prof. Victoria 
Haskins, University of Newcastle, and Geoff Potter, Local Studies 
Librarian, Gosford City Library.  Light lunch and refreshments will be 
provided – gold coin donation. 
The new exhibition “Aftermath” is a temporary exhibition that runs from 
15th March – 31st July.  Following on from the Gallipoli campaign we trace 
the conflict in Europe and reflect on the human story of The Great War that 
endures a century on.   The Aftermath exhibition is an interpretation of the 
National Trust of NSW Heritage Festival 2015 theme “Conflict and 
Compassion”h  
APRIL – Saturday, 18th  – There will be a March and Ceremony at the 
Blue Tongue Stadium commemorating Centenary of Anzac organised by 
Gosford RSL.  The Museum will have a display at the stadium relating to 
local involvement in WW1, organised by Kreenah.  Peter Rea is also 
organising a display for the day. 
 
MAY  -  Autumn Gathering – Saturday, 16th at 1 pm.   
 
JUNE – Saturday - 6th June , commencing at 9.30 - Working/Cleaning 
Bee at the Cottage/ Museum  
   - 
JUNE -  Outing - Parramatta History Trip with Judith Dunn of Past Time 
Tours, looking at historical places in Parramatta.  We are still finalising 
arrangements but will get dates to you as soon as possible.  
 
JULY – Winter Gathering - Saturday 18th July – 1.00 – Winter Soup and 
Rolls Lunch  
  -----------------------------------------------------------------                  

Rotary Club Raffle – Results 
The Winners of the Rotary Club Raffle were: 
1st Prize  No. 10825 Erica Gordon  -  2nd prize  No. 15040   K Swancott 
3rd Prize  No. 18156   Liz Holaryluk - 4th prize   No. 24895   T. Rule 
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GROUP BOOKINGS – March & April 2015 
Mar.  1 Mon.  12.00 Terranova Tours  40 visitors 
Mar.  9 Mon.  12.00 Terranova Tours  46 visitors 
Mar.13 Fri.  10.15 Celebrity Solstace  24 visitors  
Mar.13 Fri.  10-10.15 Wanderers – Penrith  20 visitors 
Mar.18 Wed.  11.00 Bouddi Peninsula Snr Cit. 15 seniors 
Mar.24 Tue.  12.00 Terranova Tours  46 visitors 
Apr.   7 Tue.     9.15 Rhapsody of the Sea  TBA 
Apr. 15 Wed.  12.00 Terranova Tours  46 visitors 
Apr. 28 Tue.  11.00 North Sydney Probus  20 visitor 
         Introductory Talk 
Apr. 28 Tue.    3.30 Shellharbour City Tour Coaches 
           40 visitors  
A list of Bookings is displayed progressively in the front office.  
 
Roster 
If you wish to go on the Duty Roster please let Margaret know  
(4384 3271).  You would be with experienced members for your first few 
duty days and then always with one or two others.  Members find it 
interesting and a nice little social occasion.  
Museum Duty     
Would Duty Members please confirm with Margaret Pearce, our Duty 
Roster Officer, when they are on duty.  Upcoming Tours are published in 
our Newsletter but this is issued monthly, usually on the first Wednesday of 
the month.  Group Bookings can still come in or be altered after that date.  
A list of Bookings is in our Front Office and is progressively updated.    
Please make sure that if you suddenly find that you can’t do your museum 
duty you contact Margaret (or Shirley if Margaret is unavailable) to advise 
of this.  It only takes a phone call!  If a Duty Member just doesn’t arrive it 
means having to try to contact that member and/or then having to organize 
another member to fill in. 
Machinery Club Event 
This event entitled - Historic Machinery Running and Restored to their 
Former Glory is on at Gosford Showground on Saturday, April 11th, 9 am 
to 4 pm, Sunday 12th, 9 am to 3 pm.  Should be really interesting for 
machinery buffs.  Entrance fees are Adults $5.00, Children free 12 yrs and 
under, families $10.00.  The display contains Tractors, Motorbikes, Hotrods, 
also other engines.   We will be having a table with posters and maybe 
some other stuff there.    Some help would be appreciated, maybe a 
couple in the morning and then two more taking over in the afternoon.  
Contact Trish Scott or Edith if you’re interested. 
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REPORTS 
The President’s 2014 Report will be presented at the Annual General 
Meeting on March 21st. 
Following are the Publicity Officer’s Report and the Newsletter Editor’s 
Report. 
 

     PUBLICITY  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

YEAR ENDED 31/12/14 
 

Despite ever increasing costs we have kept within our guidelines for 
the year. One of our main efforts for the year was the successful 
Quartoseptcentennial Gala Day celebrating 175 years of the Fagan 
Association with our “Henry Kendall Cottage” together with the Birth 
Date of the famous Henry Kendall. In addition we celebrated the 64th 
anniversary of The Brisbane Water Historical Society Inc. 
We have maintained our entries in the Central Coast Tourism guide 
costing $600. 
 
Heritage Week and History Week generate a large amount of 
Advertising with exhibitions, open days and guest speakers as well as 
brochures and posters distributed. 
 
Most Networking Functions were attended by some members at 
various locations in the area. 
 
Remembering we are a voluntary organization and non funded we 
have managed to raise considerable funds by an ever increasing aged 
membership, together with some very welcome donations especially 
from West Gosford RSL Evergreen, and also free editorial by the local 
media viz newspapers, radio and other publications 
 
I have been planning invitations to the other 14 museums and 
galleries in the Hunter Region to attend our complex.  More on this 
later.  We have also now included our Internet Address in our Yellow 
Pages  Advert.  Handouts to Visiting Bus Passengers have continued, 
and have proved popular. 
 
        Margaret Pearce 
        Snr Vice President and 
        Publicity Officer 
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 NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S ANNUAL REPORT – 2014 
 
 
It is with pleasure that I present my 11th Annual Newsletter Editor’s Report.  
Again this year I wish to thank most sincerely Jay Sider for his help in the 
production of our Cooranbean Courier on the first Wednesday of the 
month, also Brian James and Cheryl Remfry for their assistance in 
stapling, folding, stuffing of envelopes, and Cheryl for the mailing of the 
newsletter.   Thanks also to those other members who on occasion have 
helped in the processing of the Courier or have contributed to its contents.  
The Cooranbean Courier is issued by email and post to over 90 members 
and 37 copies are sent to other Historical Societies, Museums, and local 
media.   Extra copies are printed to be available in the Museum. 
 
Around the Grounds provides the opportunity to keep Members informed 
of what has been happening recently in our Society, such as Welfare of 
Members, Special Events and Displays, Social Outings, new acquisitions, 
such as our new electric BBQ and Outdoor furniture, Maintenance and 
Conservation, and to introduce new Members.  Group Bookings are listed 
each month for Members’ information, with progressive updates in our front 
Office.  
 
Our Program for the coming year is included.   This gives details about 
proposed events such as Social Days, our Quarterly Gatherings, the 
Heritage and History Weeks, Working Bees, Bunnings BBQ, and other 
coming events. This is updated every issue.  It also provides the 
opportunity to advise members of Guest Speakers associated with these 
events, and to provide updates on the progress of preparations for these 
occasions.  
 
Details of current Committee Members, our Patrons, and Honorary 
Members are listed as well as General Information about our Society.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to continue as your Newsletter Editor again this 
year and for your support and contributions.   I really enjoy carrying out the 
duties of this position and hope I will continue in this capacity.  
       
       Shirley Rider – Vice-President & 
       Newsletter Editor 
            
            2015 
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PATRONS:   Charles Gosford,        and     Lawrie McMcKinna,           

     The Earl of Gosford         Mayor of Gosford City 

        ___________________________ 
PRESIDENT:   Edith Campbell   4329 5212 
             e.cam@bigpond.com 

SNR VICE PRESIDENT Margaret Pearce   4384 3271 

   & PUBLICITY OFFICER:         rpearce31@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT  Shirley Rider   4322 2911 

   & NEWSLETTER EDITOR:         rider@smartchat.net.au 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Tricia Scott    4369 2796 

             neville.scott6@bigpond.com 

SECRETARY:   Margareta Tauni   4332 5408 

                      marg_tauni@hotmail.com 

TREASURER:   George Boettiger   4382 4882 

           jorgenb@bigpond.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: Bev Blockey   4369 0069 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: Gwen Dundon   4325 1777 

         gfgm2@bigpond.net.au 

COMMITTEE MEMBER       

& PUBLIC OFFICER Brian McCafferty   0431866190 

              brian.mccafferty@y7mail.com 

CURATOR:   Kreenah Yelds   0409664325 

              kreenahyelds@bigpond.com 

AUDITOR:    Mr. A C Westbury 

HONORARY SOLICITOR: Mr. W Rutledge   4323  3333        

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

All correspondence should be forwarded to our actual street address of 25-27 

Henry Kendall Street, West Gosford, 2250 - unless otherwise noted. 

Brisbane Water Historical Society Inc. owns and maintains Henry Kendall Cottage 

and Historical Museum at 25-27 Henry Kendall Street, West Gosford, which is 

open for inspection every Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday from 10.00 am to 

3.00 pm. 

COACH / GROUP VISITS are always welcome, any time day or night, out of 

hours BY APPOINTMENT, Phone (02) 4325 2270 

The Society’s Meetings are held in the Henry Kendall Cottage and Museum 

Complex, West Gosford.  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME!!!! 

COPYRIGHT: Articles from this Newsletter may be reprinted by other groups without 

permission, providing acknowledgement is made of the original source and author, 

unless they are specifically marked copyright. 

DISCLAIMER;  Whilst every effort is made to check the accuracy of articles published 

in this Newsletter, the Society accepts no responsibility for errors and the views 

expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. 
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