
 

   
     

   
           

                                                                                       
     

 
                      
           
 
 
 
 
 

RED COW INN    COORANBEAN 
HENRY KENDALL COTTAGE 

WEST GOSFORD   CIRCA 1836 
       
 

   NEWSLETTER OF THE   
         BRISBANE WATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

       

 
Vol. 43     Postal Address:  25- 27 Henry Kendall St., West Gosford,                         July 

No.  07    Phone:  (02) 4325 2270              2019  
Internet:   www.henrykendallcottage.org.au     email :       info@henrykendallcottage.org.au  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
         BRISBANE WATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
         Founded 1950 

        Henry Kendall Cottage and Historical Museum 
             Affiliated with Royal Australian Historical Society - 

    Museums Galleries Australia (MGA) - Museum Galleries (MGNSW) – National Trust 

   Disability Access : Free Parking 
__________________________________________________________________________  

 
WHAT'S IN THIS NEWSLETTER ? 
 

 Welfare : July Gathering - Geoff Potter on Spike Milligan 
     - Put it in your Diary! : Bunnings BBQ : Present Exhibition : 
       History Week        p2 

 Group Bookings        p3 

 Report on Bus Trip, Mulla Villa, Wollombi :   p4 
  Excursion Photos         p5 

 Henry Kendall Poem - Illa Creek :  Education Team    p6,p7 

 Patrons and Committee       p8

               

              
 
 

http://www.henrykendallcottage.org.au/
mailto:info@henrykendallcottage.org.au


Cooranbean Courier July  2019 
 

2 

WELFARE 
 
Best wishes to Bill Heaney.   Hope we see you around soon, 'hoppy' 
 
JULY GATHERING - DON'T MISS IT  
 
At our Gathering in July we will be able to enjoy Soup and Rolls again 
this year.  The time is 12.30 so get there early.  We're really fortunate 
in having Geoff Potter, CC Local Studies Librarian, as our Guest 
speaker.  Geoff will be speaking about Spike Milligan! 
 
BUNNINGS BBQ 
 

Sandy has given us the following report - thanks heaps Sandy.  

We had a great day on Monday of the long weekend at Bunnings 
BBQ.  Fantastic team work -  and a special 'Thank You' to Rotary 
Kincumber members who came to help us. 
We sold approximately 650 sausage sandwiches, lots of drinks, and 
made a profit of $1,425.35, plus $44.00 on the raffle!  A Good Day all 
round. 
 
PRESENT EXHIBITION :  
 
‘The Knockalong Club’ - Reminiscences of early days in Brisbane 
Water chronicled by “Perong”. 
  

On display now until 28 August so drop in sometime.  
 

HISTORY WEEK 
 
History Week Open Day will be on September 7 and we're very 
fortunate to have as our Guest Speaker, Professor Richard 
Waterhouse.  Professor Waterhouse has been our Guest Speaker 
before so we know what an interesting enjoyable presentation he 
provides.   He'll be speaking about the timber gathering industry but 
more details in our August Courier.   Save the date!  
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GROUP BOOKINGS  

No Group Bookings in July or August at this stage - I'm sure it's 
because of the very cold weather we've been experiencing.  However 
bookings are starting to roll in for Spring. 
      
DATE   TIME  ORGANISATION   No. of  VISITORS 
 
Sat.   July 20  12.30   Winter Gathering  Guest Speaker, Geoff  
        Soup & Rolls   Potter -on Spike Milligan! 
 
Wed. Sept.   4   9.30-10.00 Hopkinsons - (Hoppies  Touring Club) 
   (tbc)    Michael Corpse    (68) snrs  
Tue. Sept. 10 10.30  Probus - Green Point  
     Janis (25 snrs) approx. $4.00 pp + M/Tea $3.00 
Thu. Sept. 12 9.00 (for 1 hr) Baulkham Hills Probus  (40) snrs 
     NO M/TEA   Betina Martin   
 
Sat. Sept  7     History Week - Guest Speaker - Richard  
     Waterhouse! 
 
Fri.  Sept. 20 9.00 tbc Toukley RSL - Bob Swift  (16-18) snrs 
Tue. Sept.24  tbc  Taree Travel Club (M/T or Urn)  (40-50) snrs 
        Bob Coombes 
Thu. Oct. 10 or 16  ?  tbc Northlakes Ladies' Probus   Enquiry only 
        Priscilla Fenton 
Thu. Oct. 10 10.00  Green Point Coastal Friends    (tbc) 
        Barbara Swan    (No M/Tea) 
Thu. Oct.16 10.15  Celebrity  Solstice (AKORN) nos. to be conf.   
 
Sat. Nov. 16   Spring Gathering - more details later 
 
Mon. Dec. 9 10.30        Potter Travel - Mystery Tour - Lake Macquarie 
      Snr Group approx 80 (2 coaches) 
 
Tue. Dec. 10   Christmas Function    
  

 
 
 
This is a brief list and can be altered or updated during the month.    
A full list of Bookings is in our front office & progressively updated. 
 
 

 



Cooranbean Courier July  2019 
 

4 

 
 

WOLLOMBI/MULLA VILLA EXCURSION 
 
Nineteen members and friends left at 8.45 on our recent excursion to 
Wollombi and Mulla Villa Homestead.  We had a very pleasant drive 
up to Cessnock, where we hit Macdonald's for a welcome morning 
tea.   The sky was blue, a little chilly, lovely sunlight, and it was really 
nice to get out 'into the country'.   
 
On then to Mulla Villa Homestead at Wollombi.   This was convict built 
in 1831.   It's not possible to view inside the actual homestead these 
days as it's occupied by the owners but we were guided to the 
sandstone cells where convicts were housed.   The walls are thick 
with only a narrow opening for air and there was also a 'solitary' room 
- a bit creepy and rather depressing accommodation (except maybe 
for one or two ghosts). 
 
A short drive then to Wollombi village to have a bit of a wander.   
Unfortunately the museum and Anglican Church were closed but we 
had a look at the old Grocery store and the 'junk' shop containing a 
vast mixture of old 'stuff'.  Amongst the collection there were quite a 
few vinyl records featuring Musicals from the 50s and 60s.   When 
asked, the owner confirmed he knew what and where every item was, 
and that the dust coating on the collection was an added bonus. 
 
Back to Mulla Villa for lunch and then home, inspecting on the way 
some remains of the convict solidly built Old Northern Road. Our drive 
was via the picturesque areas around Bucketty, Kulnurra and 
Mangrove Mountain. 
 
Big thanks go to our driver Don Anderson for a safe and comfortable 
drive and to Edith, Margaret and Sandy for their assistance in 
organising our enjoyable day.      
 
Here are a couple of photos from our little trip : 
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GREAT NORTH ROAD - 
MURRAY'S RUN 
 
 
 
This stone culvert is an integral 
part of  The Great North Road... 
In  1830 this section of the road 
was constructed with inadequate 
tooling and under severe 
conditions by convicts ... these 
shackled men were overseen by 
harsh John McDougall but were 
under the personal direction of 
Henage Finch for this difficult 
section ascending out of the 
Wollombi Valley to Mount 
Simpson ... 
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Henry Kendall was a very prolific colonial poet - writing about 200 poems.  Many 
of his poems are sad, many are long and some too long to include in our 
monthly newsletter.  But they can be very evocative and I'm including one of 
these here.  I don't now where Illa Creek is - does anyone else know? 
 

     ILLA CREEK 
 

  A strong sea-wind flies up and sings 

   Across the blown-wet border; 

  Whose stormy echo runs and rings 

   Like bells in wild disorder. 

 

  Fierce breath hath vexed the foreland's face, 

   It glistens, glooms, and glistens ; 

  But deep within this quiet place 

    Sweet Illa lies and listens. 

 

  Sweet Illa of the shining sands, 

   She sleeps in shady hollows, 

  Where August flits with flowerful hands, 

   And silver Summer follows. 

  

  Far up the naked hills is heard 

   A noise of many waters, 

  But green-haired Illa lies unstirred 

   Amongst her star-like daughters. 

 

  The tempest, pent in moaning ways, 

   Awakes the shepherd yonder, 

  But Illa dreams unknown to days 

   Whose wings are wind and thunder. 

 

  Here fairy hands and floral feet 

   Are brought by bright October ; 

  Here, stained with grapes and smit with heat, 

   Comes Autumn, sweet and sober. 

             (Cont') 
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ILLA CREEK (CONT'D) 

 

    Here lovers rest, what time the red 

     And yellow colours mingle, 

    And daylight droops with dying head 

     Beyond the western dingle. 

 

    And here, from month to month, the time 

       Is kissed by peace and pleasure, 

    While Nature sings her woodland rhyme 

      And hoards her woodland treasure. 

 

    Ah, Illa Creek! ere evening spreads 

     Her wings o'er towns unshaded, 

    How oft we seek their mossy beds 

     To lave our foreheads faded! 

 

    For, let me whisper, then we find 

     The strength that lives, nor falters, 

    In wood and water, waste and wind, 

     And hidden mountain altars 

     

  

     ---------------------------------------------------- 
 

EDUCATION TEAM LOOKING FOR RESOURCES 
Our Education Team is looking for donations of retro landline telephones 
.... not for the exhibition but for our schoolchildren to play and learn with 
when they come in on a school visit.  We set up special 'hands-on' areas 
so we would like a few old phones to keep up with our Education 
resources.  If you have one lying around at home (preferably light-to-hold) 
and would like to give it to us please contact Fiona.       Thank you.  
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============================================================ 
PATRONS:  Charles Gosford         Earl Of Gosford 
     Jane Smith - Mayor    Central Coast Council 
============================================================ 

 PRESIDENT:   Edith        .……… 43 295212 
         e.cam@bigpond.com 
 

SNR VICE-PRESIDENT Margaret           ……… 4384 3271 

    & PUBLICITY OFFICER:     rpearce31@bigpond.com 

VICE-PRESIDENT  Shirley        ……… 4322 2911    0415 685 468 

   & NEWSLETTER EDITOR:    rider@smartchat.net.au 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Sandy        .……… 0408 944102  

                  sandyhs@sydney.net 

SECRETARY:   Terrie       ............. 0481 544256   

                                                                          terrieandbrian@gmail.com  

TREASURER:            Cheryl               .………   0409 308 102   

         chezr22@outlook.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Fiona            ............ 

     Kate       ........... 0407 464836 

     Don        ........... 0412 920084 

CURATOR:   Kreenah               0409 664 325   

         kreenahyelds@bigpond.com 

AUDITOR:    Stephen Cassin   HC Partners, Umina 

HONORARY SOLICITOR:  Maxine Andronicos Taperell Rutledge, Lawyers 

PUBLIC OFFICER:  Jim O'Harae  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  All correspondence should be forwarded to our actual street address 
of 25-27 Henry Kendall Street, West Gosford, 2250 - unless otherwise noted.  
Brisbane Water Historical Society Inc. owns and maintains Henry Kendall Cottage and 
Historical Museum that is open for inspection every Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday 
from 10.00am to 3.00pm. 

COACH / GROUP VISITS are always welcome, any time day or night, out of hours BY 
APPOINTMENT, Phone (02) 4325 2270.  Our Grounds are open every day from 10.00 
to 4.00 for visitors to stroll around and view our outdoor exhibits. The Society’s 
Meetings are held in the Henry Kendall Cottage and Museum Complex, West Gosford. 
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME!!!! 

COPYRIGHT: Articles from this Newsletter may be reprinted by other groups without 
permission, providing acknowledgement is made of the original source and author, 
unless they are specifically marked copyright. 

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort is made to check the accuracy of articles published 

in this Newsletter, the Society accepts no responsibility for errors and the views 

expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. 


