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VALE  
 

Sadly we report the passing of member Julie Cotterill as a result of a long 
illness. Julie was an active member since 2016 and her last visit was to our 
AGM at the Museum in May.   
We offer our sincere condolences to her Family. 
Some of our members attended Julie's funeral on Friday, June 11th at the 
Wyong Chapel of Bowden Family Funerals. 
        +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WELCOME EVERYONE! 
     

    The summer is over, 
    The trees are all bare, 
    There is mist in the garden 
    And frost in the air. 
 

The lovely colors of Autumn have gone and Winter has arrived with its cold 
mornings and nights.  Hard to stir out of our lounge chair in front of a warm 
fire or heater and even harder to get out of bed in the morning!  
We're starting to see some welcome visitors, including a few Probus Clubs, 
and we're even had a School visit.   Great to see - hope it continues after this 
COVID problem has improved. 
 

SAFETY PLAN 
 

With the Museum and Cottage now open to visitors, protecting the health of 
our visitors and volunteers is paramount and we have still have a Safety 
Plan covering a range of hygiene and physical distancing measures in 
accordance with the NSW Government’s Public Health Order (No 3) 2020. A 
copy of the plan is available at Reception. 
 

Entry 
We are limiting the number of visitors to each section of the premises and 
you are asked to follow signage to maintain 4 square metres of space for 
each person. Signage will be displayed at each building entrance and internal 
area advising of the maximum capacity allowed. Please note that as a 
condition of entry, we are required to record the contact details of all visitors 
to assist with contact tracing in the event of a confirmed case of COVID-19.  
Due to COVID restrictions, limited tours and school groups can make 
bookings with our Booking Officer, Shirley Rider:    rider@smartchat.net.au  
  

Cleaning 

General cleaning is undertaken daily on days when site is open to visitors 
and high touch areas cleaned frequently during the day. 
 

Hand Washing and Sanitizing 
Soap and paper towels are provided in the toilets for visitor use. Hand 
sanitizers are available at entry points and inside the buildings. 
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Safety Plan (cont'd) 
 
Staying at a safe distance 
Social distancing rules will be in place throughout the site. Please keep 
everyone safe by staying at least 1.5 meters distance from others at all times. 
 

Offering contactless payment 
We are encouraging contactless payments as much as possible, so please 
bring a credit or debit card to pay for entry, membership and any on-site 
purchases. 
 

Compliance 
Please comply with any directions from volunteers on duty.. 
Maximum Capacity for each area, based on  4 sq. mtrs per person 

Museum   13 people    Cottage   7 people 

Kitchen/Reception   3 people  Maitland Table  4 people 

Entry/Waiting    6 people  Archive/Back Office 2 persons 

Slab Shed     5 people   
 
     _________________ 
 

 
 
 
GROUP BOOKINGS 
 
WED.     JULY 14 ?  tbc  PROBUS, TURRAMURRA 
  (14 - 16)      Phil Bennett             948 94478 
 
FRI.      JULY  23   10.00   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL  
  (75)   Year 3            WOY WOY       
       Vanessa Magill     0404 774 369 
WED.    OCT. 13   9.30 am    POTTER TRAVEL  
EH13131               (Expanding Horizons)     (Postman's Cruise)   
 (Vols. to be there by 9.00)       (50) Final nos. tb advised 
               Cathie Atkins -   (Group Tours Consultant) 
       Evandale,  SA 
 WED.    OCT. 27 tba  AVOCA PROBUS 
  (intro talk)   Heather Vinson 0466 696468 
 
FRI.     OCT. 29   10.15     POTTER TRAVEL (nos. to be advised        
EH13063 (nos. tba)   (Expanding Horizons)  EHI 
(Vols to be there by 9.45)  Cathie Atkins  (08) 836  26210 
      Evandale, SA 
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100 YEARS AGO 
 
Here are some interesting little items in Australia from 1921 - 

• Edith Cowan was the first woman to be elected to Parliament - WA 
 Legislative Assembly 

• Early Aviator Bert Hinkler set a new flying record - 1800 km journey 
 from Sydney to Bundaberg of 8 hours 40 minutes 

• Brisbane hit by epidemic of Bubonic Plague 

• Royal Australia Air Force formed 

• 1921 Census - Australia's Population  5.44 million 

• Sydney had 981,000 residents - (this didn't include Redfern,  

• Glebe, Waterloo or Erskinville as these were classed as     
 separate municipalities. 

• Ginger Megs was first published in Sydney Sun Newspaper. 
  

The Lobster Man 
 
When my mother, Dorothy (Nickels) Young was a young woman the Nickels 
family used to camp on Lobster Beach, near the entrance to Brisbane Water, 
for their annual holidays.  My mother had many snapshots of happy days 
spent camping in tents on Lobster Beach.  The campers would walk through 
the bush at the back of the camp to get supplies at the Wagstaffe store. 
The Nickels family became friendly with a young local fisherman, Alwyn 
Koletzke.   As Mrs. Young related  "We used to call him 'The Lobster Man' - 
he had a hut on Lobster Beach and used to run a few fowls".   
 

Dorothy (my Mum) was interviewed by well-known local Historian, Gwen 
Dundon, for the 'History Spot' in the "Central Coast Star" on Friday, August 
23, 1985.  There were two interesting photographs included with the article - 
one of Alwyn Koletzke, the Lobster Man, and the other of my ancestors 
camped on Lobster Beach.  
   
The article told the story of a tragic drowning near Box Head in December  
1921 and that Dorothy had witnessed some of the drama that Wednesday 
when Alwyn Koletzke lost his life, together with a friend, when their skiff 
capsized on the way to inspect their lobster pots.  History Spot described the 
men's battle against a heavy sea and strong current which took them past the 
heads to their death. 
 

Mrs. Young recalled, "I remember the drowning well ... I saw people going 
around the rocks in a great hurry and asked them where they were going and 
what was the matter.  They told me a boat had capsized and some men were 
drowning" - adding that one of the victims turned out to be the Lobster Man.  
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The Lobster Man (cont'd) 
 
There is a tablet on a rock at Lobster Beach commemorating Koletzke's 
bravery in saving a man from drowning only 28 days previously, 
 
What was the history of Alwyn Koletzke?  He appears to have been Polish - 
was he a surviver of WWI, perhaps coming to Australia as a refugee - he may 
have even 'jumped ship'?  How did he come to be living in a camp on Lobster 
Beach?  We'll never know and his story is shrouded in the 'mists of time' now.  
It's a sad story and all that's left is the tablet on the rock at Lobster Beach and 
a faded photograph of the 'Lobster Man'. 
  

 

 

(The only photo I know of, of Alwyn Koletzki) ...Ed.) 
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The Nickels family camping at Lobster Beach c.1921    
(They certainly dressed up for camping at the beach in those day ... Ed.) 
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Here's another one of Henry Kendall's  little poems from 

The Austral Months. 

    

 
 
 

JUNE 
 

Not like that month when, in imperial space, 

The high, strong sun stares at the white world's face ; 

Not like that haughty daughter of the year 

Who moves, a splendour, in a splendid sphere ; 

But rather like a nymph of afternoon, 

With cool, soft sunshine, comes Australian June. 

She is the calm, sweet lady, from whose lips 

No breath of living passion ever slips ; 

The wind that on her virgin forehead blows 

Was born too late to speak of last year's rose ; 

She never saw a blossom, but her eyes 

Of  tender beauty see blue, gracious skies ; 

She loves the mosses, and her feet have been 

In woodlands where the leaves are always green ; 

Her days  pass on with sea-songs, and her nights  

Shine, full of stars, on lands of frosty lights. 

 

 

    (Selected Poem of Henry Kendall : Chosen by his son  

    Frederick. C. Kendall )- Sydney : Angus & Robertson, 1923 
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============================================================== 

PATRON:      Charles Gosford       Earl Of Gosford                                  

============================================================== 
PRESIDENT:    Don           ............ 0412 920084   
                 dona10@bigpond.com            
            president@henrykendallcottage.org.au    

SNR VICE-PRESIDENT   Margaret     ……… 4384 3271                             

& PUBLICITY OFFICER 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Shirley  ……… 4322 2911    0415 685 468           

& NEWSLETTER EDITOR:                rider@smartchat.net.au 

VICE-PRESIDENT:   Sandy  .……… 0408 944102   

                   sandyhs@sydney.net  

SECRETARY      Terrie  ............ 0481 544256                  

& PUBLIC OFFICER       terrieandbrian@gmail.com 

TREASURER:      treasurer@henrykendallcottage.org.au  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Edith  ............ 4329 5212    

                    e.cam@bigpond.com 

      Tricia  ............ 0408 117161   
        

      Vacant 

CURATOR:    Kreenah               0409 664 325   

                 kreenahyelds@bigpond.com 

    

HONORARY SOLICITOR:    Maxine Andronicos Taperell Rutledge,   

          Lawyers 

     

 
PLEASE NOTE:  All correspondence should be forwarded to our actual street address of 25- 
27 Henry Kendall Street, West Gosford, 2250 - unless otherwise noted.  
Brisbane Water Historical Society Inc. owns and maintains Henry Kendall Cottage and Historical 
Museum that is open for inspection every Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday from 10.30am to 
2.30pm. 

Our Grounds are open every day from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm for visitors to stroll around and view 
our outdoor exhibits. The Society’s Meetings are held in the Henry Kendall Cottage and Museum 
Complex, West Gosford.  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!      COPYRIGHT: Articles 
from this Newsletter may be reprinted by other groups without permission, providing 
acknowledgement is made of the original source and author, unless they are specifically marked 
copyright. 

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort is made to check the accuracy of articles published in this 
Newsletter, the Society accepts no responsibility for errors and the views 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. 


