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WELCOME EVERYONE -  
The COVID situation is very concerning and depressing.  Don has kept Members 
informed of on-going developments regarding COVID and our Museum.  
Hope you're surviving Lockdown  which has been extended now for another 
four weeks.   Many Group Bookings have had to be cancelled and of course 
we're not receiving any visitors.  Circumstances change frequently and we 
hope that they improve soon.  However, I'm sure most of us are a lot better 
off than many others throughout the world.  We have plenty to eat (a bit too 
much in my case), we have plenty of water to drink and more to bathe in, 
we're nice and warm in our living rooms and in bed at night - something that 
so many people in the world, including our own country, don't have -  so let's 
stay positive.  Glad things are going well with you Don. 

 
Committee meeting 
President Don organised a successful Zoom Committee Meeting on 
Tuesday, 13th July.   Not much business to be carried out so it wasn't a 
long meeting. 
Don advised that our Bunnings BBQ was very successful no doubt due 
to the hard work of our diligent duty members on the day. 
We welcome New Member, David Renyard, who has been appointed as 
our new casual Treasurer - (hope to meet you soon David... Shirley) 
Because of COVID restrictions School Excursions and Tours have all 
been cancelled until further notice by the NSW Government.        
 

Group Bookings 
 
WED.    OCT. 13   9.30 am    POTTER TRAVEL  
EH13131               (Expanding Horizons)     (Postman's Cruise)   
 (Vols. to be there by 9.00)     (50) Final nos. tb advised 
               Cathie Atkins -   (Group Tours Consultant) 
       Evandale,  SA 
 WED.    OCT. 27 tba  AVOCA PROBUS 
  (intro talk)   Heather Vinson 0466 696468 
 
FRI.     OCT. 29   10.15     POTTER TRAVEL (nos. to be advised        
EH13063 (nos. tba)   (Expanding Horizons)  EHI 
(Vols to be there by 9.45)  Cathie Atkins  (08) 836  26210 
      Evandale, SA 

 
We also have two proposed bookings for 2022 - hope all will be well or at 
least greatly improved by then. 
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RED GERANIUM One of our ' anonymous'  members wrote about this for 
our Cooranbeen Courier  of January 2002 and I'd like to feature some 
extracts here. 
The Man from Ironbark 
A cutting from a red flowering Geranium was planted at the front of our 
museum.   It was taken from an overgrown garden of a derelict cottage 
opposite the pub at Stuart Town and planted in December 2001. This cutting 
grew and is still flourishing now.   
Stuart Town is situated 35 km south of Wellington, NSW, 377 km west of 
Sydney, and was formerly known as Ironbark.  
The Geranium was planted by Woy Woy resident, Jim Quirk, who was born 
at Ironbark.  He was a horse breaker and trainer, farrier, shearer, fencer and 
property owner.  A true 'Bushie'.  
 
The poem "The Man from Ironbark" was written in 1892 by Banjo Paterson 
and is well known by most members.  It tells of the visit to Sydney by the 
Bushman from Ironbark.  He decided to be like a City Slicker and visited a 
barber to have his hair cut and beard removed.   The barber - a flash type - 
decided to play a prank on his country customer ..... He dipped a razor into 
boiling water and drew  the back of it across the Bushies'  throat.  The victim 
thought his throat had been cut - knocked the barber out and wrecked the 
place.   On his return home he recited the story to the locals and added 
'flowing beards are all the go up in Ironbark.' 
 

Ironbark was originally settled by Aborigines and squatters, recorded in 
1817.  Gold was discovered in the area and the population increased.  It is 
estimated that between 1875 and 1914 as much as 140,000 ounces of gold 
were produced in this area. 
 
Ironbark had a bad reputation for drunkenness and rowdy behaviour - Judge 
Docker stating "A vile place - I'd put a brick wall around it and let no-one 
come in and no-one go out".    Bushranger Ben Hall together with Gilbert 
Dunk and O'Heally did come in to stick up a wine shanty and it was decided 
to change the name of Ironbark, and on February 8th, 1889 it was renamed 
Stuart or Stuart Town after the State Premier Sir Alex Stuart.  A change of 
name was thought to bring respectability.  
The Geranium plant was brought from Ironbark, by a Man, and planted by a 
Man from  Ironbark. 
 
Note:  Returning 16 April 2022 is the iconic The Man from Ironbark Festival 
celebrating the village of Stuart Town and its connection with Banjo        
Paterson's well-known poem, 'The Man from Ironbark'. 



Cooranbean Courier JULY   2021  
 
 

 

4 

BITS AND PIECES 
 
An interesting little item from 1921 - 

100 years of Health.   

This year is the 100 years anniversary of the Department of Health. The 
department was formed out of a pandemic in 1921, and is now dealing 
with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021.   The Spanish flu and COVID-19 
are the 2 largest pandemics in recorded history.  Last century Spanish 
influenza killed millions worldwide. Up to 40% of Australians fell ill and 
15,000 died of Spanish flu. 

 

Coach Trips 

Our Members were an active lot in past years!  Looking back through our 

Couriers I've found some interesting  trips that we enjoyed.   Some of them 

were : 

 

2000  March  Bus Tour - Blue Mountains 
June   Visit to Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service 
 
2001  May   Visit to - Rouse Hill Estate and Tebbuts   
      Observatory 
September Bus Tour - Newcastle Regional Museum;     
    and Tour of Lake Maquarie City Art Gallery 
 
2002  March   3 day Coach tour to Griffith and The Riverina 
 
2003  October  Trip to Spencer, Old North Road, Wiseman's  
      Ferry, and St. Albans  (80 members &  
            friends on  this) 
2003  November  "Dancing Waters" - Hunter Valley Wineries 
 
55th birthday 
Can you beat this? 
My Clothes drier and I are celebrating its 55th birthday this year. 
It's a cabinet dryer, made by Astor  (later absorbed into Westinghouse).  It 
had plenty of use when my twin sons were born in 1968 and it's still going 
strong!   I've never seen the need to update it.  
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Here is Henry Kendall's 'Austral Months' poem for this month - 

 

 

       JULY 
 

 

High travelling winds, filled with the strong storm's soul, 

Are here, with dark, strange sayings from the Pole ; 

Now is the time when every great cave rings 

With sharp, clear echoes caught from mountain springs ; 

This is the season when all torrents run 

Beneath no bright, glad beauty of the sun.  

Here, where the trace of last year's green is lost, 

Are haughty gales, and lordships of the frost. 

Far down, by fields forlorn and forelands bleak, 

Are wings that fly not, birds that never speak ; 

But in the deep hearts of the glens, unseen, 

Stand grave, mute forests of eternal green ; 

And here the lady, born in wind and rain, 

Comes oft to moan and clap her palms with pain. 

This is our wild-faced July, in whose breast 

Is never faultless light or perfect rest. 

  

 
 
 

   - Selected Poems of Henry Kendall : (Chosen by his son 

  Frederick C. Kendall) - Sydney : Angus & Robertson, 1923 
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PAST AND FUTURE 

 
Because of the COVID pandemic we are presently experiencing there has 
been very little activity at our museum recently;  at present there are no 
Group Bookings, no visitors, no excursions, so not much to write about in our 
Newsletter. Don has kept Members informed of on-going developments 
regarding COVID and our Museum.  
 

My husband Bob and I joined Brisbane Water Historical Society about 20 
years ago, and during that time I had the honour of being President for three 
years. Bob died at the end of 2015 but I have continued to serve on the 
Committee.  
 

I've been compiling and editing our Cooranbean Courier since 2004 and have 
kept a personal file of these; I even have a copy of our first issue Vol.1 No.1, 
March 1979, apart from those in our Archives.   Over the years we've had 
plenty of great excursions to many places, and interesting visitors to our 
Cottage, Grounds and Museum, a lot of which I have written about in our 
Cooranbeen Courier. 
  

To brighten our days a little I'd like to recall some of these.  The best and 
brightest occasion in my opinion was our wonderful QuartoSeptCentennial 
(one hundred and seventy-five years) celebrations during Heritage Week in 
2014.   It was Henry Kendall's 175th birthday and coincidentally our Cottage 
was 175 yeas old! 
So cause for great celebrations.  A lot of planning and organization went into 
our Special Gala Day on April 5th.   We had over 1 000 visitors through that 
day and our April issue of Cooranbean Courier contained a 4-page report.  
 

Here are some extracts and highlights of our Special Day from my report. 
Senator Deborah O'Neill officially opened our event with a great speech, 
demonstrating her love of our local history.   Bob Ward, Deputy Mayor, filled 
in for our Mayor, and we were delighted to greet our patron, Charles Gosford, 
Earl of Gosford, a charming man who stayed all day, enjoying our speakers 
and music. 
 

We had a Meet and Greet stall, and a big variety of stalls including NP&W, 
CC Machinery Club, Woodturners Co-op,  Wyong HS,  CC Family History, 
CC Art Society, CC Poets, and Dharug & Lower Hawkesbury HS, and for the 
children -  farm animals, snakes from the Reptile Park, and Face Painting. 
 

Visitors toured the Cottage and Museum - there were some very nice 
comments in our Visitors'  Book.   Wires ran a sausage sizzle, crepes were 
by Master Gozleme, and there was also an ice-cream van, and a Coffee Cart. 
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Interesting and historical speakers were Tracey Howie, from the Guringal 
Tribal Land Corporation, Tracey is a descendant of the legendary Bungaree 
and told us of the Aboriginal Heritage of the Brisbane Water area;  Professor 
Waterhouse of The History Council of NSW, spoke on Henry Kendall;  Gwen 
Dundon, Local Historian, told us about the Fagan Family; and Geoff Potter, 
Local Studies Librarian, covered Garnet Adcock. 
 

Lovely music was performed by the Central Coast Conservatorium Youth 
Group, and later on some bright fun music was provided by The Wheeze & 
Suck Band.  Poetry was read by Central Coast Poets, and Bush Poetry by 
Peter Mace of Gosford Bush Poets.   NBN televised a lot of the event and 
featured it on their 6.00 News. 
 

The Powerhouse Museum very kindly loaned to our Society, just for our 
special day, one of their very valuable items, the Cantata written expressly 
for the opening of the Sydney International Exhibition in 1879.  This was 
composed by Paola Giorza and the lovely words were written by Henry 
Kendall.  We were so fortunate in obtaining this on short loan, arranged by 
our Curator, Kreenah Yelds.  The Cantata is so precious that it travels in its 
own special cabinet, accompanied by Powerhouse employee, Katrina Hogan, 
who lives on the Central Coast.  It cannot be touched but copies of extracts 
were displayed inn a glass cabinet alongside. 
 

Our Recipe Book was officially launched during the day and more than 100 
copies were sold. Those members who worked on it are to be congratulated.     
 

Our Special Day was a tremendous effort by many dedicated people.  The 
Grounds looked beautiful, lots of work and effort went into the displays, the 
stalls went up and came down at the end of the day very efficiently and 
everything ran well.  It was a real team effort by all our members and we 
should congratulate each other on a great performance." 
 

           
      Earl of Gosford & Jeff Strickland         Early visitors starting to arrive 
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PATRON:      Charles Gosford       Earl Of Gosford                                  
============================================================== 
PRESIDENT:    Don           ............ 0412 920084   
                 dona10@bigpond.com            
            president@henrykendallcottage.org.au    

SNR VICE-PRESIDENT   Margaret     ……… 4384 3271                             

& PUBLICITY OFFICER 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Shirley  ……… 4322 2911    0415 685 468           

& NEWSLETTER EDITOR:                rider@smartchat.net.au 

VICE-PRESIDENT:   Sandy  .……… 0408 944102   

                   sandyhs@sydney.net  

SECRETARY      Terrie  ............ 0481 544256                  

& PUBLIC OFFICER       terrieandbrian@gmail.com 

TREASURER:    David Renyard      
             treasurer@henrykendallcottage.org.au  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Edith  ............ 4329 5212    

                    e.cam@bigpond.com 

      Tricia  ............ 0408 117161   
        

CURATOR:    Kreenah               0409 664 325   

                 kreenahyelds@bigpond.com 

HONORARY SOLICITOR:    Maxine Andronicos Taperell Rutledge,   

          Lawyers 

     

 
PLEASE NOTE:  All correspondence should be forwarded to our actual street address of 25- 
27 Henry Kendall Street, West Gosford, 2250 - unless otherwise noted.  
Brisbane Water Historical Society Inc. owns and maintains Henry Kendall Cottage and Historical 
Museum that is open for inspection every Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday from 10.30am to 
2.30pm. 

Our Grounds are open every day from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm for visitors to stroll around and view 
our outdoor exhibits. The Society’s Meetings are held in the Henry Kendall Cottage and Museum 
Complex, West Gosford.  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME!!!!      COPYRIGHT: Articles 
from this Newsletter may be reprinted by other groups without permission, providing 
acknowledgement is made of the original source and author, unless they are specifically marked 
copyright. 

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort is made to check the accuracy of articles published in this 
Newsletter, the Society accepts no responsibility for errors and the views 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Society. 


